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that the ADC’s would not be required to be
‘‘primarily’’ involved in the provision skilled
nursing services and therapy services. They
would have to provide those services, but be-
cause ADC’s provide services to an array of
patients, skilled nursing services and therapy
services may not always be their primary ac-
tivity. Otherwise, all the home health require-
ments would apply to ADC’s.

Here is an example of how the system
would work if this bill were law. A patient is
prescribed home care by his or her doctor. At
that time the patient and his or her family de-
cide how to arrange for the services. They
could choose to receive all services through
the home, or could choose to substitute some
adult day care services. So, if the patient had
3 physical therapy visits and 2 home health
aide visits, they could decide to take the home
health aide visits at home, but substitute 3
days of ADC services for the physical therapy
visits. On those days, the patient would be
picked up from home, taken to the ADC, re-
ceive the physical therapy, and receive the ad-
ditional benefits of the ADC setting (group
therapy, meals, socialization, and transpor-
tation). All of these services would be incor-
porated into the payment rate of 95 percent of
the home setting rate for the physical therapy
service. It is a savings for Medicare and an
improved benefit to the patient—a winning so-
lution for everyone.

Adult day care centers (ADC’s) are proving
to be effective, and often preferable, alter-
natives to complete confinement in the home.
States are taking advantage of their services
for Medicaid patients today. Homebound peo-
ple can utilize these centers because they pro-
vide door-to-door services for their patients.
ADC’s send special vehicles and trained per-
sonnel to a patient’s home and will go so far
as to get the patient out of bed and transport
them to the ADC site in specially equipped ve-
hicles. Without this transportation component,
homebound patients would not be able to uti-
lize such a service.

For certain patients, the ADC setting is far
preferable to traditional home health care. The
ADC can provide skilled therapy like the home
health provider, but also provide therapeutic
activities and meals for the patients. These
centers provide a social setting within a thera-
peutic environment to serve patients with a va-
riety of needs. Thus, patients have the oppor-
tunity to interact with a broad array of people
and to participate in organized group activities
that promote better physical and mental
health. Rehabilitation can be enhanced in
such a setting.

Again, it is important to note that ADC care
provides an added benefit to the caregivers for
frail seniors or disabled individuals. When a
Medicare beneficiary receives home health
services in the home, these providers are not
in the home all day. They provide the service
they are paid for and then leave. Many frail
seniors cannot be left alone for long periods of
time and this restriction prevents their care-
givers from being able to maintain employ-
ment outside of the home. If the senior were
receiving ADC services, they would receive
supervised care for the whole day and the pri-
mary caregiver would be able to maintain a
job and/or be able to leave the home for
longer periods of time.

This is a small step forward for rehabilitation
therapy for seniors and disabled individuals.
Eligibility for the home health benefit is not

changed so it is not an expansion of the bene-
fit. Patients would greatly benefit from the op-
tion of an adult daycare setting for the provi-
sion of home health services. I look forward to
working with my colleagues to enact this incre-
mental, important Medicare improvement.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend the 1998 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ Jorge Ortiz
de Pinedo, chosen recently by the Mr. Amigo
Association of Brownsville, Texas, and Mata-
moros, Tamaulipas, in Mexico. Each year the
Mr. Amigo Association honors a Mexican citi-
zen with the title of ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ and that per-
son acts as a goodwill ambassador between
our two countries.

Brownsville and Matamoros hold an annual
Charro Days Festival, a pre-Lenten festival,
much like Marti Gras in New Orleans. Charro
Days festivities will last for several days; this
year they will be February 25–28. There will
be parades and appearances by Ortiz, who,
incidently, is not related to me, and who is an
international actor, producer and director.
Charro Days is an opportunity to enjoy the
unique border culture of the Rio Grande Valley
area.

During Charro Days, South Texas celebrate
the food, music, dances and traditions of both
the United States and Mexico. The U.S.-Mexi-
can border has a unique, blended history of
cowboys, bandits, farmers, fishermen, oil
riggers, soldiers, scientists, entrepreneurs, and
teachers.

The border has its own language and cus-
toms. On both sides of the border, there is a
deep sense of history, much of which the bor-
der has seen from the front row. We have
seen war and peace, we have known prosper-
ity and bad times. Charro Days is a time for
all of us to reflect on our rich history, to re-
member our past and to celebrate our future.

Ortiz, the 1998 Mr. Amigo, is widely known
in Mexican-Latin American entertainment cir-
cles. He has performed in 75 theater produc-
tions, 23 feature films, 24 soap operas, nine
comedies, and a host of other theater events
and productions. He has directed hundreds of
productions for Televista and produced over
35 theater events.

The Mr. Amigo Award was conceived in
1964 as a annual tribute to an outstanding
Mexican citizen. Each year, the Mr. Amigo se-
lection highlights a man or woman who has
made a lasting contribution to international sol-
idarity and goodwill.

I urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Jorge Ortiz de Pinedo, the 1998 Mr.
Amigo, as well as the cities of Brownsville and
Matamoros, for their dedication to international
goodwill between the United States and Mex-
ico.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the St. Francis de Sales School
in celebration of its 50th anniversary. In rec-
ognition of this occasion, the students, staff,
teachers, parents, alumni, administration and
clergy members are deserving of the heartiest
congratulations and highest commendations.

Since its founding in 1948 by the Arch-
diocese of Los Angeles, St. Francis de Sales
has established a proud tradition of encourag-
ing students to study and live the Catholic tra-
dition of proclaiming gospel values, community
involvement, and of giving service to those in
need.

The students of St. Francis de Sales should
be commended for their contributions to the
poor and less fortunate, by organizing regular
food and donation drives benefitting needy or-
ganizations in the area.

It is because of the awareness and dedica-
tion of responsible citizens in our country, ex-
emplified by the students of St. Francis de
Sales School, that today’s true role models
can become more well known.

I take great pleasure in recognizing St.
Frances de Sales School upon the occasion of
its 50th anniversary, and I commend the stu-
dents, staff, teachers, parents, administrators,
and clergy members for the outstanding con-
tribution they have made to the community
over the years.

Please join me, on this monumental day, in
saluting the very important contribution to ex-
cellence made by St. Frances de Sales
School.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
share a poem with my colleagues that was
written by one of my constituents, Stanley
Karczeuski. Stanley wrote this poem while he
was serving aboard the SS John Ainsworth
during World War II.

HOME TO STAY

I won’t rejoice or boast or brag,
On that eventful day,
I’ll just thank God I’m still alive,
And going home to stay.

I’ve counted days and months and years,
Since I have been away,
But now my counting days are done,
I’m going home to stay.

They wanted us to do a job,
Which was all work, no play,
And now the job is done, and I
Am going home to stay.

There’ll be parades for heroes all,
And services to pray,
For both those men returning home,
And those who had to stay.

It’s these thoughts while homeward bound,
Upon my mind do prey,
While those who fought and died remain,
I’m going home to stay.
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